
History Year 4 – Unit 3 
 

Brookfield Primary School Knowledge Organiser 

Year 4:  How have the achievements of the ancient Maya impact their society and beyond? History is the study of how people used to live in the past and how things have changed over time. 

 achievement A significant accomplishment or contribution that 

had a lasting impact. 

archaeologist Someone who studies the buildings, graves, tools 

and other objects of people who lived in the past. 

creation Something being made. 

currency The type of money that a country uses for buying 

and selling goods and services. 

decline A situation where something becomes less 

important or successful. 

Mesoamerica The historical region that is now Mexico and 

Central America. 

ritual A set of actions or ceremonies performed in a 

fixed way, sometimes for religious purposes. 

theory An idea that is intended to explain facts or 

events, often based on some evidence. 

General Historical Words 

Ancient    Archaeology    Civilisation   Conquest  

Democracy    Discover   Enemies    Excavate    

Monarchy    Parliament 

How did the 

ancient Maya settle 

in a rainforest? 

 

What do remains 

tell us about 

ancient Mayan 

cities? 

What did the 

ancient Maya 

believe? 

How did the Maya 

reflect world beliefs 

in their inventions? 

How important was 

Cacao to the 

ancient Maya? 

What caused the 

decline of the 

ancient Mayan 

cities? 
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