
Brookfield Primary School Knowledge Organiser 

Year 6 Science- Evolution and inheritance Science is the study of the world around us through observation, description, investigation and 
experimentation. 

 

Key Vocabulary to use in this topic: 

Word: Definition: 

Variation The differences in characteristics or traits between 
living things of the same species 
 

Inherited When characteristics or traits are passed on from 
parents to offspring 
 

Adaptation Changes or special features of a living thing to help it 
live in a habitat 
 

Ancestor Someone or something a living thing is related to from 
a long time ago 

Natural 
selection  

Survival and reproduction of the fittest 

Evolved How living things gradually changed over time 

Extinct A species that is no longer living, having completely 
vanished from the Earth 

Homo sapiens The scientific name for the human species 

Understand 
how offspring 
vary and are 
not identical 
to their 
parents 

Learn about 
animal 
adaptations 

Learn about 
plant 
adaptations  

Explore what 
we can learn 
from fossils 

Explore the 
theory of 
evolution by 
natural 
selection 

Explore human 
evolution 

General Scientific Words/Phrases: 

Enquire, investigate, observe, explore, experiment, describe, 
record, analyse, compare, evidence, record 

 


